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	Northern Suburbs Touch Association (NSTA)

	
	PO Box 922 

Artarmon 

NSW 2064
	Phone: 
(02) 9411 3140

Email: 
norths@northstouch.asn.au

Web:
www.northstouch.asn.au


To: All Team Representatives

Upcoming Touch Season (2012 Autumn Season)
Northern Suburbs Touch Association is pleased to announce details for the 2012 Autumn Season.  Please read on for further details.

Season Details:

The 2012 Autumn Season will commence in late January 2012 and conclude in late May 2012. The Season will be made up of 14 weeks of round games followed by a finals series. Summary of dates are provided below: 

Week beginning Monday 30th January 2012
- Competition commences with Round 1
Tuesday 24th January 2012



- Referee Course
Thursday 5th April 2012 



- No Games (Holy Thursday Easter Break)

Monday 9th April 2012



- No Games (Easter Monday Easter Break)
Wednesday 25th April 2012


- No Games (Anzac Day)

Week beginning Monday 30th April 2012
 
- Final round games
Week beginning Monday 7th May 2012

- Semi finals (Format 1v2, 3v4)
Week beginning Monday 14th May 2012
  
- Finals (Loser of 1v2 plays Winner of 3v4)  
Week beginning Monday 21st May 2012
 
- Spare week for washed out Semis/Finals 
Sunday 27th May 2012



- Grand Final (times TBC)  




Competitions/ Grades:

The 2011 Autumn Season consists of 12 separate competitions, catering for Opens, Womens and Mixed teams. These 12 competitions will be run on week nights (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu) from 6:30 pm to 9:00pm.  Details of the proposed competitions, timeslots, and nights can be found on the attached Application form. Teams will be graded into a regular night and timeslot.  All games will be run at Artarmon Reserve which is located at 1 Burra Road Artarmon.  

How to enter a team:  

To enter a team into the Norths competition, please complete and return the attached application form together with registration fee. A separate application is required for each team entered.  Applications close on Monday 16th January 2012. 

Address for Application Forms:

· Email:  norths@northstouch.asn.au; Or
· Post: Northern Suburbs Touch Association, PO Box 922 Artarmon NSW 2064  

Registration Fees are $1,200.00 per team (GST inclusive). Early Bird Fee of $1,100 (GST inclusive) applies if payment is received with application by 16th January 2012. Payment details are as follows: 
· Payments must be in Full (i.e. no part payments)
· EFT (Norths BSB: 032292 Acct: 691646).; Or
· Cheque.  (To be made payable to “Northern Suburbs Touch Association”)

· Please include your team name + team contact name with the EFT payment or Cheque.  This is to allow the matching of Application Form with payment. 
Grading of Teams 
Following the closure of applications, Norths will grade all received team applications into the competitions.  The following considerations are considered when grading teams: 

· Payment of fees. 

· Team preferences (as indicated on application form)

· Team strength and compatibility (relative to grade strength) 

· Prior history with Norths (e.g. payment of fees, adherence to code of ethics + uniform policy + duty requirements)  

The gradings will be announced at the Registration Night.

Registration Night  + AGM
A registration night will be held to provide details of the Season and competitions/grade as well as announce the grading of teams. It is important that a team representative attends this night so that they obtain all the relevant information for the upcoming season. This is also the only opportunity to request a change to grade. Details of the night are as follows:  

Date and time:
7:00pm Thursday 19th January 2012.
Venue: 

Artarmon Bowling Club, 1 Burra Rd, Artarmon
A game ball + 3 bonus competition points will be provided to teams whose representative attends the night. (A representative may only sign for one team on the night.) 
An extra-ordinary AGM is planned to be held in conjunction with the Registration Night. The purpose is to amend our constitution in light of NSW legislative changes effective from July 2010. More detail to follow.  
Competition Draw:

The competition draw will be issued prior to the start of the competition.  This draw will detail the rounds, dates, times, and teams playing.  It will also provide a list of Duty Teams and Dates.  A copy of the Draw will be available on the website as well as down at the grounds. 

Competition Requirements:

Please note the following important competition requirements

· Each team must provide their own ball.
· Team uniforms
· Teams must be dressed in a team uniform (i.e. same shirt & same pants)

· Shirts can be any colour or combination of colours EXCEPT majority white/grey.  The reason behind this is that the Referees and Duty Refs wear white shirts.)

· Shirts to have a number on the back (min of 16cms) that is clearly visible. (Taped numbers are not acceptable.)

· Numbers are to be unique (i.e. No two numbers are to be the same)
· No uniform, no number, NO PLAY, no exceptions

· Duty Requirements 

· Each team will be allocated approx 2 nights of “Duty”. On these nights, the team is to provide Duty Referees for the timeslots in which the team does not play. (i.e. if the team plays at 6.30pm timeslot, then they are on Duty for 7:20pm & 8:10pm timeslots.) 

· The purpose of this requirement is to provide sufficient referees to run the competition.

· Teams that do not provide Duty Refs will be suspended from playing until Duty requirements are completed AND will be penalised 3 competition points.
· Rules/Referees Course

· A rules/referees course is run at the start of each season. The purpose of this course is to provide training for Duty Referees. The course costs are incorporated in the registration fee.

· Code of Ethics

· Norths has adopted the Touch Football Australia (TFA) Code of Ethics.  It is a requirement that teams, players, officials and spectators abide by this code.

Dates to Remember

Monday 16th January 2012

Deadline for applications and Fees
Thursday 19th January 2012     

Registration Night/AGM
Tuesday 24th January 2012

Referee course 

Monday 30th January 2012 

Competition commences

Monday 30th April 2012
 
Final Round games
Monday 7th May 2012


Start of Finals Series
Sunday 27th May 2012


Grand Final

Should you have any queries, please contact me via email norths@northstouch.asn.au or ring (02) 9411 3140. 
Yours in touch,

Kim Solman

Norths Administrator
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Team Name:

Former Team Name: _______________________________________________

1. Grading  

Listed below are the playing locations, timeslots and grades available.  Please mark three preferred grades by placing the numbers 1, 2 and 3 in the box beside the preferred grade (1 being the most preferred).

Artarmon Reserve
MONDAY 30th January – SUNDAY 27th May 2012
	Timeslot


	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday**
	Thursday

	6:30pm
	Open Low

(7-a-side)
	
	Womens

(6-a-side)
	
	Mixed Int
(6-a-side)
	
	Mixed Low

(7-a-side)
	

	7:20pm
	Open High
(6-a-side)
	
	Mixed High

(6-a-side)
	
	Open Low
(7-a-side)
	
	Open Int

(6-a-side)
	

	8:10pm
	Mixed Int
(6-a-side)
	
	Mixed Low
(7-a-side)
	
	Mixed Low
(7-a-side)
	
	Mixed Int

(6-a-side)
	


**Depending on applications, timeslots are subject to change
Index of Grades 

	High = High Grade  
	Majority of players have played at a good level. High level of athleticism, ball skills and fitness is required.

	Int. = Intermediate Grade  
	Majority of players have played Touch before. Good level of athleticism, ball skills and fitness required.

	Low = Low Grade
	New teams where the majority of players have not played Touch before. Low level of athleticism, ball skills and fitness required.

	Open = Division available to mixed, women and men’s teams


2. Team Uniform

SHIRT:  Major Colour                                                   
SHORTS: 



                                  

 (Teams with Majority White or Grey shirts will not be permitted to play) 

3. Contact Details

	Team Contact*
	
	Tel (H)
	

	
	
	Tel (W)
	

	Address*
	
	Mobile*
	

	
	
	P/Code*
	
	FAX
	

	E-mail*
	

	
	

	Alternative Team Contact*
	
	Tel (H)
	

	
	
	Tel (W)
	

	Address*
	
	Mobile*
	

	
	
	P/Code*
	
	FAX
	

	E-mail*
	



* Must provide details for this section.  
4. Team Listing

In order to assist the Grading Committee please provide a full list of team players and their previous experience. Teams are to consist of a minimum of ten (10) players and a maximum of twenty (20) players. MUST fill in ALL columns:
	
	Name
	Years Played
	Age
	Most Recent Grade
	
	Name
	Years Played
	Age
	Most Recent Grade

	1
	
	
	
	
	11
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	12
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	13
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	14
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	15
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	16
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	17
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	18
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	19
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	
	20
	
	
	
	


5. Referees required for Duty 

Duty is a mandatory requirement under the NSTA constitution. Failure to report to the Ground Supervisor of the night for duty 5 minutes prior to the start of the game, will result in a 3 point penalty and teams will not be permitted to continue playing in the competition until their duty requirements have been fulfilled.

Referee’s name (1)



  Contact Number


 

Badged?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Level 

  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, I will attend the course on (Saturday 4th February 2012) 

Referee’s name (2)



  Contact Number


 

Badged?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Level 

  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, I will attend the course on (Saturday 4th February 2012)

6. Code of Ethics

Northern Suburbs Touch Association has adopted the TFA Code of Ethics.  This code applies to all players, coaches, spectators and officials.

7. Declaration

We apply to become a Constituent Club of the Association and agree to abide by the Rules, By-Laws and Code of Ethics of the Association.  We consent to the Association forwarding us sponsorship promotional material from time to time.  


Signed:
______________________
Date:  ______________


Name:
______________________ 
Position:  ____________________ 

Please send only pages 3 and 4 of this Application Form.
Deadline

Applications close Monday 16th January 2012. Applications can be sent via:
· email to norths@northstouch.asn.au
· Or post to NSTA, PO Box 922, Artarmon NSW 2064.


Code of Ethics

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) and Touch Football Australia (TFA) requires all participants to uphold the following Code of Ethics:
· Operate within the rules and spirit of your sport, promoting fair play over winning at any cost. 

· Encourage and support opportunities for people to learn appropriate behaviours and skills.

· Support opportunities for participation in all aspects of the sport.

· Treat each person as an individual. 

· Display control and courtesy to all involved with the sport. 

· Respect the rights and worth of every person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion. 

· Respect the decisions of officials, coaches and administrators in the conduct of the sport. 

· Wherever practical, avoid unaccompanied and unobserved one-on-one activity (when in a supervisory capacity or where a power imbalance will exist) with people under the age of 18 years.

· Adopt appropriate and responsible behaviour in all interactions. 

· Adopt responsible behaviour in relation to alcohol and other drugs.

· Act with integrity and objectivity, and accept responsibility for your decisions and actions.

· Ensure your decisions and actions contribute to a safe environment. 

· Ensure your decisions and actions contribute to a harassment free environment.

· Do not tolerate harmful or abusive behaviours. 

Athletes
· Give your best at all times.

· Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit.

Coaches
· Place the safety and welfare of the athletes above all else.

· Help each person (athlete, official etc) reach their potential - respect the talent, developmental stage and goals of each person and compliment and encourage with positive and supportive feedback.

· Any physical contact with a person should be appropriate to the situation and necessary for the person’s skill development.

· Be honest and do not allow your qualifications to be misrepresented.

Officials 

· Place the safety and welfare of the athletes above all else.

· Be consistent and impartial when making decisions.

· Address unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all people.

Administrators 

· Act honestly, in good faith and in the best interests of the sport as a whole.

· Ensure that any information acquired or advantage gained from the position is not used improperly.

· Conduct your responsibilities with due care, competence and diligence.

· Do not allow prejudice, conflict of interest or bias to affect your objectivity.

Parents
· Encourage children to participate and have fun.

· Focus on the child’s effort and performance rather than winning or losing.

· Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a competition.

Spectators 

· Respect the performances and efforts of all people.

· Reject the use of violence in any form, whether it is by spectators, coaches, officials or athletes.
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